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2330 HOMEWORK 
  
Homework is considered to be an extension of the pupil’s work in class. It is 
assigned for the purpose of: 
  

1.        Practice - given to help pupils master specific skills and to 
reinforce material presented in class; 

  
2.        Preparation - given to prepare pupils for upcoming lessons; 
  
3.        Extension - given to decide if pupils can transfer new skills and 

ideas to new situations. Extension assignments require abstract 
thinking skills; and 

  
4.        Creative - given to help pupils integrate many skills and ideas 

while producing a requested response. These assignments 
usually take more time to complete, several days, even weeks. 

  
Homework for pupils increases gradually in difficulty, variety and quantity 
over the nine grades of schooling. The amount of time required to complete 
assignments will depend upon the pupils needs, abilities and 
goals. Assignments may be given to an individual, a small group or a whole 
class, and may occasionally provide an opportunity for pupil choice. 
  
Parents need to encourage completion of assignments, but need not always 
actively participate in the actual activity. Pupils do need to learn to work 
independently. 
  

The following are the goals of homework for the pupils in 
MilfordSchool: 
  

1.        To reinforce learning through practice and through using 
resources to enrich the topics learned at school; 

  
2.        To improve study skills by using an outline and highlighting 

notes taken on resource reading; 
  
3.        To learn to organize notes, reading, graded homework papers, 

graded quizzes and tests to study for unit, quarterly, mid-year 
and final tests; 
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4.        To become responsible for efficient use of time so that other 
hobbies, play, and family time are provided for; 

  
5.        To develop the ability to work independently; 
  
6.        To promote initiative in developing and working on "extra 

credit" projects; 
  
7.        To generate for older pupils a recognition of the direct 

relationship between consistent effort and academic success; 
and 

  
8.        To provide a valuable link between the school and home in 

encouraging parents to share in their child's school experience. 
  
Kindergarten Through Second Grade 
  
In grades Kindergarten through second, homework provides an opportunity to 
practice, review and expand classroom learning. For the slower achiever it 
provides time to complete unfinished work without feelings of frustration and 
inadequacy. Homework will be assigned regularly as an extension of class 
work. 
  

Homework might include: 
  
1.        Bringing in materials for class projects; 
  
2.        Observations outside of school to share in class discussions; 
  
3.        Measuring rooms or objects at home; 
  
4.        Cooking using measurements; 
  
5.        Cutting magazine pictures for an assigned topic to be used for a 

collage, etc.; 
  
6.        Practicing writing, reading and math with members of the 

family; 
  
7.        Reviewing spelling, vocabulary, etc.; 
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8.        Completing unfinished schoolwork; 
  
9.        Making up work when absent from class; 
  
10.      Studying for tests; 
  
11.      Book reports; and 
  
12.      Independent reading. 
  

Grades Three Through Five  
  
In grades three through five, all homework is given to reinforce or extend 
skills and concepts learned at school, not to introduce them. As in the primary 
grades, it also provides the slower achiever time to complete unfinished class 
work. Homework will be assigned as an extension of class work, on a regular 
basis. Long-term projects may be assigned, which may require daily attention, 
expecting that pupils pace themselves. Frequent reminders will be given. 
  

Homework might include: 
  

1.        Observations outside of school to share in class discussions; 
  
2.        Collecting pictures for an assigned topic; 
  
3.        Practicing writing, reading and math with members of the 

family; 
  
4.        Reviewing spelling, vocabulary, etc.; 
  
5.        Making up work missed when absent from class; 
  
6.        Complete unfinished class work; 
  
7.        Reading or writing on an assigned topic; 
  
8.        Study for a quiz or test; 
  
9.        Creative writing or poetry; 
  
10.      Gather materials for a class project; 
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11.      Practice skills identified as weak through teacher observation 

and errors on homework and quizzes; and 
  
12.      Report writing.  
  

Grades Six Through Eight 
  
In grades six through eight all homework continues to be given to reinforce or 
extend skills and concepts learned at school, not to introduce them. 
  
Homework should supply pupils with the skills for continued learning, teach 
pupils self-discipline, engage pupils in productive thinking, and provide 
challenges. To be effective, homework should be related to the goals of the 
class and the specific topic under study. It should require thought, reasonable 
intellectual effort, the competent demonstration of learned skills, and the 
acquisition of new knowledge. Furthermore, homework can only be effective 
with conscientious effort on the part of the teacher, the parents and pupils. 
  
Homework assignments may vary in length, from brief to extended, and are 
not always assigned in all subjects. In the case of long term projects, it is 
expected that individuals pace themselves. Adequate time is allotted and 
frequent reminders are given to pupils. 
  

Homework might include: 
  

1.        Unfinished class work; 
  
2.        Reading, writing, outlining, note taking on an assigned topic; 
  
3.        Study for a quiz or test; 
  
4.        A research paper; 
  
5.        Creative writing or poetry; 
  
6.        Gathering materials for a class project; 
  
7.        Practice skills needed as diagnosed by teacher observation and 

errors on homework and quizzes; 
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8.        Memorization such as tables, charts and poetry; 
  
9.        Review of material covered in class; and 
  
10.      Independent reading. 
  

Time Requirements 
  

K-2 - approximately 15 to 30 minutes a night 
  
3-4-5 - approximately 30 to 45 minutes a night 
  
6-7-8 -approximately 60 to 90 minutes a night 
  

Teacher Requirements 
  

The Board of Education requires teachers to: 
  

1.        Adhere to the philosophy of this homework policy; 
  
2.        Correct all homework, quizzes and tests as soon as completed 

and provide these papers to parents; 
  
3.        Require pupils to organize their homework by using the 

assignment book provided to each pupil by the school; 
  
4.        Encourage pupils to organize materials such as completed 

homework, quizzes, tests, writings and notes, by using subject 
folders, notebooks or any method suited to the individual 
pupil. Such organization will promote good study skills and 
pupil responsibility; and 

  
5.        Provide administrator with written individual homework 

criteria, which will then be sent to all parents at least two 
weeks prior to the start of school. 

  
Pupil Requirements 
  

The Board of Education requires pupils to: 
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1.        Carry school supplied assignment book at all times. 
Assignment books should be treated as text books. No drawing 
or writing should appear on the covers. 

  
2.        Write each assignment accurately and legibly, on a daily 

basis. Review assignments to ensure that all necessary texts 
and materials are taken home. 

  
3.        Complete all assignments within the timeline established by the 

teacher. 
  

4.        Give careful attention to standard English practices, including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. All homework should be 
neat and legible. 

  
Parent Requirements 
  

The Board of Education requests that parents: 
  

1.        Maintain regular communication between the home and school; 
  
2.        Supervise the completion of assignments and reinforce the 

importance of homework; 
  
3.        Be supportive of pupil efforts in order to encourage success; 
  
4.        Monitor their child's assignment book on a daily basis; and 
  
5.        Assist their children in obtaining assignments when pupils are 

absent from school. 
  

  
Adopted: 11 July 2007 
  
  
  
 


